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Thank you, General Farrell … and good morning, everyone.  

 

It is my honor to be here to personally welcome you all to 

Arizona -- the most supportive state in the nation when it 

comes to our military. 

 

We are the proud home to some of the finest and most 

important military installations within the Air Force, Army 

and Marine Corps.  

 

Luke Air Force Base in Glendale and Marine Corps Air 

Station Yuma are primary training homes for the new F-35 

fighter.   
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I’m proud … though not at all surprised … that the 

Department of Defense chose Arizona as the primary training 

location for these cutting-edge aircraft – and the permanent 

home for more than 200 of these impressive fighters. 

 

Arizona is also blessed to have the expansive Barry 

Goldwater Range – an important and strategic asset that 

perfectly complements our air and electronic test ranges.   

 

Coupled with the intelligence training facilities at Fort 

Huachuca and testing facilities at the Yuma Proving 

Grounds, Arizona is fully invested in continuing innovation 

and modernization to ensure American military readiness 

going forward. 

 

In all, the military is estimated to have a 9 Billion Dollar 

impact on our state economy, and our military bases bring 

thousands upon thousands of service men and women to 

Arizona.  

 

Many of them come back later to call this state home, to raise 

their families, or to retire. 
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These are among the many reasons for Arizona’s reputation 

as a “military haven,” that includes our considerable support 

of veterans – trumped only by our patriotic commitment to 

freedom. 

 

Our highest priority in Arizona is the protection of our 

citizens.   

 

As such, we must ensure that our dedicated men and women 

in the military receive the best training … at the best facilities 

…with the best equipment and armament available -- and are 

best prepared to always achieve their mission and return 

safely to us.  

 

And I’d be remiss if I didn’t also highlight that Arizona is 

home to many prominent Defense companies throughout our 

state – including Raytheon Missile Systems in Tucson, 

General Dynamics C4 Systems in Scottsdale, Honeywell 

Aerospace in Phoenix, Boeing in Mesa and Northrup 

Grumman Aerospace and General Dynamics in Sierra Vista – 

to name a few. 
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Our aerospace and defense industry make up about 20 

percent of Arizona manufacturing jobs, and pay more than 

double the state average wage.   

 

So the defense industry already has a strong foothold and 

partnership in our state, and we intend to continue a thriving 

American enterprise that makes products that far surpass 

any other. 

 

Finally, Arizona is aggressively growing our manufacturing 

base here, and accomplishing that by making Arizona as 

competitive and attractive as possible for such industry. 

 

We started on this quest in earnest immediately when I 

became governor in the throes of the Great Recession, 

working tirelessly to get our state’s economy back on its 

feet. 

 

We know the Defense industry is facing difficulties because 

of cut-backs in Pentagon allocations and the general 

economy. And we certainly know how hard it is to manage 

through such challenges.  
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When I became governor, Arizona’s budget was 3 Billion 

Dollars in the red – with mounting debt, and paltry revenue 

coming in well under projections.  

 

We’ve since eliminated that deficit, reduced our overall debt, 

and have nearly half a Billion dollars set aside in our Rainy 

Day Fund. 

 

Our recovery – also known as the Arizona Comeback -- has 

been no accident.  

 

We’ve been successful because we know what industry 

needs to thrive: streamlined regulations … lower and 

simplified taxes … a skilled workforce … and a limited 

government that fosters the free market and job creation.  

 

That’s what we’ve done in Arizona. And we’re not done yet. 

We continue to work to make our state more competitive – 

particularly in manufacturing.  

 

For example, in the legislative session that ended just weeks 

ago, we eliminated the tax on power that manufacturers used 
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to produce their products. That was one of my top priorities 

going into the session. 

 

 

We want manufacturing in Arizona, and we want the Defense 

industry in Arizona, and we will do everything we can to 

make it worth your investment.  

 

And we think we’re succeeding.  

 Arizona is one of the nation’s most patriotic and 

veteran-heavy states;  

 We strongly support the military men and women 

bravely protecting our freedoms; 

 We host many strategic military assets and iconic 

Defense companies;  

 And our state is working overtime to make this an easier 

and more profitable location in which to succeed. 

 

I hope that what you see during your visit to Arizona 

solidifies your recognition of those commitments in our 

state. 
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Let me also thank all of you for what you do to help America 

remain the strongest nation on the planet.  

 

Without the innovation, forward thinking, hard work and 

strength of our Defense industry, maintaining our freedoms 

and protecting our brave service men and women would be 

far more difficult. 

 

We all want you to succeed. That’s in your interest, Arizona’s 

interest, the national interest … and in the interest of world 

peace.  

 

So thank you for the work you do … and for how well you do 

it.   

 

Thank you. 


